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SUB J : GUERRILLAS BRIEFLY SEIZE TWO TOWNS 

SUMMARY. GUERRILLAS, REPORTEDLY OF THE EGP FACTION, SURFACED 
LAST WEEKEND IN SOUTHERN AND WESTERN GUATEMALA IN PROPAGANDA 
ACTIONS. IN THEIR FIRST APPEARANCE SINCE PRESIDENT LUCAS' 

JULY 1 INAUGURATION, THE GUERRILLAS TOOK OVER THE TOWN OF 
PALIN IN ESCUINTLA DEPARTMENT, KILLING A POLICMAN AND WOUNDING 
ANOTHER. THE NEXT DAY ANOTHER GROUP BRIEFLY TOOK OVER THE 
VILLAGE OF SAN RAFAEL LA INDEPENDENCIA IN HUEHUETENANGO DEPART- 
MENT. BOTH GROUPS WITHDREW WITHOUT CASUALTIES, DISAPPEARING 
INTO THE COUNTRYSIDE. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON, JULY 7, EGP GUERRILLAS TOOK OVER THE 
TOWN OF PALIN (POP. ABOUT 7,000). THEY SURPRISED POLICE AT 
THE LOCAL STATION AND AFTER TYING THEM UP AND CUTTING 
COMMUNICATIONS, THE GUERRILLAS PROCEEDED TO HARANGUE INHABI- 
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TANTS FOR 15 MINUTES ON THE EVILS OF THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
"EXPLOITERS' 1 AND PASSED OUT PROPAGANDA FLYERS. SOME OF THE 
GUERRILLAS CLASHED WITH A POLICE UNIT AT ONE OF THE TOWN 
EXITS AND KILLED ONE POLICEMAN AND WOUNDED ANOTHER. GUERRILLAS 
LATER DISPERSED IN THE DIRECTION OF THE CITY OF ANTIGUA. 

2. ON SATURDAY, JULY 8, ANOTHER GROUP OF REPORTED EGP GUERRILLAS 
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EASILY ENTERED THE UNPOLICED VILLAGE OF SAN RAFAEL LA 
INDEPENDENCIA (POP. ABOUT 1,000) IN CENTRAL HUEHUETENANGO 
DEPARTMENT. FOR 15 MINUTES THE BAND SPOKE OUT AGAINST THE 
GOVERNMENT AND LANDOWNERS AND HANDED OUT LEAFLETS, SUBSE- 
QUENTLY WITHDRAWING WITHOUT INCIDENT TOWARD THE NEARBY 
MOUNTAINS. 

3. COMMENT. GUERRILLA ACTIONS END WHATEVER HOPES THERE WERE 
THAT TERRORIST ACTIONS MIGHT BE SUSPENDED PENDING EFFORTS OF 
NEW GOVERNMENT TO MEET SOCIAL NEEDS. 

BOSTER 
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